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May Day Auckland Around Aotearoa 


IN AUCKLAND, 60 activists 
joined the Socialist Worker 
Organisation's (SWO) "identify 
the enemy" protest outside the 
Chamber of Commerce. Then 
we marched down Queen Street 
to join the starting point of the 
official May Day rally in QE2 
Square. 

Our banners, placards, leaf¬ 
lets, youthfulness and enthusias¬ 
tic chanting gave the 300-strong 
May Day march its vigour, its 
slogans and its anti-capitalist 
flavour. 

This was a strong contrast 
to the dreary, silent, trudges of 
the past, and a challenge to the 
union officials who've tradition¬ 
ally run things. 

It was also a challenge to 
local anarchists who lost out in 
their attempt to replace "work¬ 
ers" by the non-class word "peo¬ 
ple" as we led chants of "The 
workers, united, will never be 
defeated!" 

Other chants included: "May 
Day workers' day, unionise for 
higher pay" and "Unity's what 
bosses fear, 'overstayers' wel¬ 
come here". 

As the march passed by 
Queen Street McDonalds, an 
anarchists scaled the grill that 
protects the front of the shop 
and hung a flag into the shop. 


The whole march stopped 
to watch, and to make sure the 
police didn't arrest her. 

This symbolic protest added 
to the demo's anti-capitalist 
feel. 

Atthe end of the lively march, 
most of the official speeches 
couldn't be heard because of 
the pathetically small public ad¬ 
dress system, which didn't take 
long to cut out. 

The SWO's megaphone was 
the replacement, and it was 
actually louder. 

So the crowd was able to 
hear Alliance MP Laila Harre 
say that the fight for 12-14 
weeks paid parental leave, as 
an employment right funded 
by employers, was not over. 
She also raised the demand 
for pay equity legislation and 
finished her speech by stressing 
the importance of mobilising on 
the streets. 

This was probably the most 
militant May Day speech by any 
government MP. 

The rally ended with union 
women's choir Union Made 
singing The Red Flag. Some 
SWO members responded with 
a rendition of the international 
working class anthem The In¬ 
ternationale, with others in the 
crowd joined in. 


★ PALMERSTON NORTH saw 
the first-ever protest on May 
Day itself. 50 took part, in¬ 
cluding ten unionists, ten lo¬ 
cal activists and 30 students. 
They handed out leaflets in 
the square. 

★ CHRISTCHURCH saw a May 
Day event for the first time in 
many years. 50 young radicals 
came to an anarchist-organised 


by DON FRANKS 

IN WELLINGTON, city of the 
Council of Trade Unions' (CTU) 
headquarters, unions didn't take 
the part they should have in May 
Day events. 

Some weeks before May Day, 
the CTU put up the idea of a week 
of Union Pride, a slogan recalling 
the militant actions of Gay Pride 
in the seventies. 

Calls to have the Wellington 
rally outside a workplace in strug¬ 
gle were not picked up by the 
CTU leaders who finally settled 
on a programme of celebration; 
an MP hosted breakfast meeting, 
an evening social and a lunchtime 
gathering of union officials in a 
mid city mall. 

Organisers hoped that these 
celebratory activities would pro¬ 
vide “media opportunities”, which 
would yield a “positive image” of 
the New Zealand union move¬ 
ment in the papers and TV. 

Those hopes were not real¬ 
ised. 

Instead, all the media atten¬ 
tion went to those who most 
deserved it, the young anarchist 
led protesters. 

Later in the day this group of 
over two hundred temporarily 
closed multinational chain stores 
like Starmart and McDonalds 


street theatre against capital¬ 
ism. 

★ DUNEDIN'S May Day was an 
"unexpected success" in the 
words of one of its organis¬ 
ers. At its peak there were 40 
mainly young people, show¬ 
ing lots of energy. The main 
organising groups were the 
International Socialists, anar¬ 
chists and Greens. 


with their vigorous protest against 
low wages and environmental 
destruction. 

Unionised workers in the capi¬ 
tal have held protests of similar 
fiery spirit in the last few weeks, 
such as the cleaners’ pickets 
against clawbacks at the hospital, 
and against sexual harassment by 
an officer at the police station 

The CTU rally didn’t evoke 
that fighting profile of unionism. 

CTU President Ross Wilson 
spent most of his speech uncriti¬ 
cally praising the Employment 
Relations Act. 

He then introduced Graham 
Kelly MP as “ the MP who steered 
the ERA through the select com¬ 
mittee”. 

The ERA is not only old news, 
it is in fact something that unions 
should be challenging. 

May Day is a day for celebra¬ 
tion as well as protest. 

But the celebration of a law 
which is more restrictive of the 
right to strike than any in the 
Western world is hardly a cause 
for pride or celebration. 

A sad note at the CTU rally 
was provided by Trevor Hanson, 
Secretary of the Waterside work¬ 
ers union. Trevor said that despite 
support from the CTU, his mem¬ 
bers were no nearer winning their 
fight against casualisation. 



"REVEREND LOVEBUCKS" preaches the word of profit as part of the 
street theatre at Christchurch's May Day rally. 



POLICE CONFRONT May Day protesters in Wellington. 


May Day Wellington 


2 SOCIALIST WORKER 7 May 2001 





















what we think 


May Day ripples around the world 



TRADE UNION and anti-capitalist activists on Auckland's May Day March. 


THE NZ Herald's editor launched a vicious 
attack on May Day protesters on May 2. 

But the next day the paper was forced 
to devote a whole page to the anti¬ 
capitalist movement. A similar thing has 
happened in the news media around the 
world. 

No matter how much the editors of the 
millionaire owned newspapers hated the 
anti-capitalist and union protests on May 
Day, they couldn't ignore us and had to try 
and defend their rotten system. 

May Day 2001 was not the first Global 
Day of Action Against Capitalism celebrat¬ 
ed in Aotearoa, but it was by far the most 
wide-spread and widely recognised. 

Thousands more people in this country 
will now know about the global resistance 
movement. Hundreds will agree with us 
that it's time to "put people before prof¬ 
its" and "globalise resistance". If your one 
of them, then join us. 


ERA hands another victory to CHH 


CARTER HOLT Harvey (CHH) 
and the courts have used the 
Employment Relations Bill to 
ban pickets by the Waterfront 
Workers Union (WWU). 

The WWU's protests have never 
looked like stopping Mainland 
Stevedoring's casual workers from 
loading CHH's logs. They were vig¬ 
orous, but largely symbolic pickets 
that didn't even have the power to 
force CHH to stay in mediation. 

This was not the fault of WWU 
members and supporters on the 
picket line. They simply never had the 
numbers to stand up to the cops. 

And although the police said 
they'd stop attending protests in 
Nelson, they still turned up to ar¬ 
rest protesters who went on to the 


wharves to confront Mainland's 
workers. 

This dispute is the first big test of 
the ERA, and from a workers' point 
of view it has failed completely. 

Mediation has been shown-up as 
a waste of time. And the ERA'S laws 
against pickets and solidarity strikes 
leave workers powerless. 

The watersiders can't win if they 
abide by the ERA. But they can't 
beat the ERA without a massive 
campaign of illegal solidarity actions 
from other workers. 

It would be nice to think that 
the WWU could defy the law on its 
own, or, if its leaders were unwill¬ 
ing, that rank and file watersiders 
could make a stand. But that's not 
the reality of the NZ union move¬ 


ment today. 

Thousands of workers could be 
mobilised to strike or picket in sup¬ 
port of the watersiders, but only 
if they've got the backing of their 
union leaders. 

In response to the court's ruling, 
the Council of Trade Unions issued 
a statement saying that the dis¬ 
pute wasn't over and that they will 
continue their publicity campaign 
against CHH. 

But from CHH's point of view the 
dispute is over—they know there's 
no legal action that the WWU can 
take that will hurt them. 

If other unions don't take a 
stand, then, regardless of how long 
the watersiders continue to protest, 
CHH has won. 


SPECIAL THANKS^ 

SOCIALIST WORKER would 
like to thank all the bands 
that performed at our "Don't 
Hate The Media Create The 
Media" fund-raising gig. 

The gig was a great 
success both in terms of 
entertainment and in the 
valuable funds raised to 
keep us going. 

So thanks to Roof Dog, 
The Rudies, Hilt, Missing 
Teeth and Crush. 

These bands perform 
regularly around Auckland 
so check them out. More 
info on the first four bands 
can be found at www.rebel- 
music.co.nz 

Sorry we took so long to 
acknowledge your contribu- 


Bad budgeting 


A 


tion. 


Where's the Alliance? 


AS GEORGE W Bush does his 
best to start a new Cold War 
with China, one of the few 
areas Labour is increasing 
spending in is the military. 

The revamped army is de¬ 
signed to be part of Western 
military interventions in Asia 
and the Pacific. 

When spending on cur¬ 
rent military operations 
caused a massive blow-out 
of $270 million. Treasurer 
Michael Cullen's response 
was simply to disregard his 
previously "unbreakable" 
budget constraints of $5.9 
billion and bump it up to 


$6.17 billion. 

Compare this with the 
way hospitals have been 
treated when they asked for 
more money for underpaid 
doctors and nurses: Prepare 
for strikes, 'cause you aren't 
getting any more money, was 
the response from Labour. 

Other let-downs in the 
upcoming budget will include 
the restriction of the Com¬ 
munity Services Card and the 
measly offer on paid parental 
leave. 

Labour's been so stingy it 
has allowed National to pose 
as the friend of workers! 

J 


THE ALLIANCE promised to be 
the "heart of the new govern¬ 
ment", keeping Labour "hon¬ 
est". But so far all they've been 
is Helen's lap dog. 

Jim Anderton has been al¬ 
lowed to trot around a little with 
his people's bank. And some Alli¬ 
ance MPs get to bark every now 
and then, but where's the bite? 

The party began the new 
year promising to take a stand 
around paid parental leave and 
student issues. 

Anderton toured campuses 
to promote a campaign to win 
back the Emergency Unemploy¬ 


ment benefit as a "realistic" 
first step towards free educa¬ 
tion. But now Alliance activists 
have been left high and dry as 
Anderton has decided to drop 
the campaign. 

There's always been a tension 
in the Alliance between Ander- 
ton's focus on parliamentary 
deals and activists who know 
that grass roots action is the best 
way to win gains for ordinary 
people. 

But if the Alliance doesn't 
break from Labour's leash, it 
won't have any MPs to worry 
about after the next election. 
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□ Phone Socialist Centre (09) 634 3984 

□ Email Michelle at einnoc74@hotmail.com 

□ Write PO Box 13-685 Auckland 


• THE THINKING ACTIVIST’S HUI 


★ Globalised resistance - the challenge to corporate 
power ★ Is the future Green? - Marxism & the 
environment ★ No human is illegal - unionising Latino 
‘illegals’ in LA ★ Harry Holland - the only socialist 
to lead the NZ Labour Party ★ Third World debt & 
workers’ exploitation ★ Art & struggle - the 1960s 
& now ★ Is anarchism an alternative to Leninism? 

★ Labour & Alliance in government - prospects for 
reformism ★ Voices from the trenches ★ Socialists & 
the new radicalism ★ The holocausts of 19th century 
colonialism - India, China & New Zealand A and 
much, much, much more... 


Hosted by Socialist Workers Organisation. 
Entry by koha. Child care & meals available. 


RESERVE A PLACE. BOOK NOW. 


C.lo«Vevol 


against 


(Amujp, 


22-24 June in Auckland 

Trades Hall, 147 Great North Rd, City 

Starts 8pm Friday • 9.30am Saturday & Sunday • social on Sat evening 










US Socialists tour Aotearoa 


Justice for Janitors 


TWO PROMINENT US socialists 
will be touring New Zealand 
during May and June, Socialist 
Worker has organised a range 
of public meetings throughout 
the country. 

MIKE DAVIS, is a socialist his¬ 
torian with a world reputation 
for books like City of Quartz 
(a sociological history of Los 
Angeles), Magical Urbanism 
(how Latino immigration is 
reshaping US cities) and Late 
Victorian Holocausts (a review 
of 19 th century colonialism 
in India, China and Brazil). 

He is an editor of New Left 
Review, possibly the world's 
best-known journal of social¬ 
ist theory. He's been invited to 


THE ARTICLE on the right 
was originally written by 
Mike Davis for the British 
Socialist Worker to celebrate 
the release of a new film by 
socialist director Ken Loach 
about the Justice for Janitors 
campaign. 


NZ as a keynote speaker for a 
book festival. 

ALESSANDRA MOCTEZUMA, 

is a Mexican artist and labour 
activist. She did support work 
for the big unionisation drive 
in Los Angeles, which for the 
first time organised supposedly 
unorganisable Latino "illegals". 


by MIKE DAVIS 

IN 1990, two years before the 
firestorm of the Rodney King 
riots, a group of minimum wage 
janitors, mostly immigrants 
from Mexico and El Salvador, 
attempted to march legally 
through the Century City district 
of Los Angeles. 

Here, in mahogany-panelled 
offices and garish suites, movie 
stars cry over their careers to 
their agents and plot lawsuits 
with thousand dollar an hour 
attorneys. 

Power and money ooze from 
polished marble, yet the janitors 
who were working per hour for 
less than the cost of a cheap 
martini were rebuffed in every 
attempt to negotiate a wage in¬ 
crease or medical insurance. 

400 or so members of Justice for 
Janitors, sponsored by Service Em¬ 
ployees International Union, set off 
from a small park on the Beverly 
Hills border of Century City. 

Their intention was to demon¬ 
strate the unity and determined 
spirit of the organising campaign. 

A handful of relaxed Beverly 
Hills police yawned or smiled ami¬ 
cably as the marchers, armed with 
a legal permit to demonstrate in 
Century City, headed up a short hill 
to the Los Angeles city limits. 

At the crest of the hill, howev¬ 
er, the marchers were unexpect¬ 
edly confronted by a menacing 
wall of Los Angeles police in 
riot gear. 

When organisers showed their 
parade permit they were ordered to 
turn around and disperse. Confident 
in their legal right to demonstrate, 
the janitors refused to retreat. 

Without warning or provo¬ 
cation the police charged. The 
sickening sound of riot batons 
smashing into heads and shoul¬ 
ders echoed between skyscrapers. 
The dozens of appalling injuries 
included a fractured skull and a 
miscarriage. 

Standing over injured janitors, 
the young cops exulted in their 
first blood, slapping hands and 
flashing “high fives” like a victori¬ 
ous basketball team. 

No one who was there that day 
will ever forget the obscenity of 
the LAPD’s celebration. Yet the 
infamous Century City “police 
riot” quickly turned into a strate¬ 
gic victory for the janitors. 

Faced with indisputable video 
evidence of LAPD mayhem 
(which would eventually cost 
the department several million 


dollars in damages), liberal mem¬ 
bers of the city council began 
to openly side with the janitors. 
Most importantly, the janitors 
showed their redoubled courage 
and determination by continuing 
militant, noisy protests in defi¬ 
ance of the LAPD. 

In the end Justice for Janitors 
not only won a contract but also 
established a bold new template 
for organising Los Angeles’s 
huge low wage Latino working 
class. 

Creatively alloying civil rights 
era tactics like sit-ins and marches 
with traditional strikes and picket 
lines, labour in Los Angeles is 
once again becoming a move¬ 
ment after decades of debilitating 
inter-union rivalry and bureau¬ 
cratic ossification. 

Rank and file militancy—often 
reinforced by the radical traditions 
that workers bring with them from 
Mexico and Central America—is 
a response to the growing income 
gap between Latino immigrants 
and other groups. 

Poverty 

The median household income 
of 30 million US Latinos fell by 
nearly $3,000 between 1989 and 
1996-the biggest loss registered 
by any ethnic group since the 
Depression. And in Los Angeles, 
despite the now faltering “New 
Economy” boom, poverty levels 
in Latino neighborhoods were 
significantly higher in 1999 (22 
%) than in 1990 (15 %). 

Last April, after years of 
preparation. Justice for Jani¬ 
tors launched a city-wide strike 
against the below poverty line 
wages being offered by billionaire 
building owners. 

For three weeks thousands 
of janitors and their supporters 
took to the streets in a ceaseless 
carnival of noisy, drum banging 
marches and guerrilla actions. 

Hie once “impossible” crusade 
of the janitors ended in a stunning 
victory. Although the 70 cent per 
hour wage increase was only a 
small step towards a truly “living 
wage”, the janitors’ success has 
reshaped the balance of power 
between workers and capital, 
giving a million immigrants a new 
confidence in their power and 
destiny as a class. 

This hard-won experience will 
be all the more important as Los 
Angeles workers fight to weather 
the new recession now officially 
forecast to lie ahead. 


ITINERARY 


□ AUCKLAND Friday 25 May 

• 7pm at the Tango Bar, Onehunga. Mike & Alessandra will be guests of 
honour at a left-wing welcome to Aotearoa. Prior bookings are essential for 
this function. 

□ AUCKLAND Tuesday 29 May 

• 1 pm at Auckland University’s monthly Globalise Resistance forum. 
Topic: Anti-capitalism in America. Speakers: Mike, Alessandra. 

• 8pm at Trades Hall. Topic: Building fighting unions in LA and NZ. 
Speakers: Alessandra, unionist, SW0. 

• Elam Art School. Topic: Art & struggle. Speaker: Alessandra. 

□ CHRISTCHURCH Friday 1 June 

• 12 noon at Canterbury university. Sponsored by the Centre for Pacific 
Studies. Topic: The holocausts of 19 th century colonialism. Speaker: Mike. 

• 7.30pm at WEA, 59 Gloucester St. Topic: Anti-capitalism in America. 
Speakers: Mike, Alessandra. 

□ DUNEDIN Sunday 3 June 

• 2pm at Gresham Hotel lounge, 42 Queens Gardens. 

Topic: Anti-capitalism in America. Speakers: Mike, Alessandra. 

□ WELLINGTON Tuesday 12 June 

• Mid-day at university. Topic: Anti-capitalism in America. 

Speakers: Mike, Alessandra. 

• Evening. Topic: Building fighting unions in LA and NZ. Speakers: 
Alessandra, unionist, SW0. 

□ PALMERSTON NORTH Thursday 14 June 

• Mid-day at university’s Globalise Resistance forum. 

Topic: Anti-capitalism in America. Speakers: Mike, Alessandra. 

• Evening at Alliance centre. Topic: Building fighting unions in Los 
Angeles. Speaker: Alessandra. 

□ ROTORUA Monday 18 June 

• 1 pm at Waiariki Polytech, starting with a Maori welcome at the marae. 
Topic: The holocausts of 19 th century colonialism - India, China and 
New Zealand. Speakers: Mike, Maori activist Annette Sykes, SW0. 

□ HAMILTON Wednesday 20 June 

• 1 pm at Guru’s lounge, student union building, Waikato University. 
Topic: Anti-capitalism in America. Speakers: Mike, Alessandra. 

□ AUCKLAND, Socialism 2001, Friday-Sunday 22-24 June 
Mike and Allesandra will speak at several sessions of Socialism 2001 
including: 

• Opening session: Globalised resistance - the challenge to corporate 
power. Speakers: Mike, Green Party, SW0. 

• Closing session: The politics of hope - anti-capitalist protests & 
workers’ struggles. Speakers: Alessandra, SW0. 

Details of some meetings may change. 

For bookings or more info, phone David (09) 634 3984 
or email socialist-worker@pl.net. 
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Around 
the world 

© SOUTH KOREA: Thousands 
of workers marched through 
Seoul to protest against eco¬ 
nomic "reforms" that have 
caused massive redundan¬ 
cies. 

©JAPAN: Nearly half a million 
people took part in a workers' 
march in Tokyo on May Day. 
They included delegations 
from Burma as well as all the 
main Japanese trade unions. 
® PALESTINE: Palestinian 
trade unionists marched to 
protest against Israeli occu¬ 
pation. 

(^TURKEY: Protesters marched 
in 50 cities against the IMF's 
austerity programme, pov¬ 
erty and corruption. There 
were 50,000 on the streets in 
Istanbul and 10,000 in Ankara. 
Police prevented meetings 
and demonstrations in the 
Kurdish area of Turkey. 

@ FRANCE: Tens of thousands 
joined demonstrations in doz¬ 
ens of cities across the country. 
In Paris workers fighting mass 
sackings by multinational 
corporations like Moulinex, 
Danone and Marks & Spencer 
headed the march. 


© AUSTRALIA: Thousands of protesters defied police and blockaded stock exchanges and company headquarters. Police put up 
barricades outside stock exchanges in Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth. Thousands of trade unionists on the 
traditional May Day parade in Melbourne linked arms with anti-capitalist protesters to force the closure of several streets. 


Day march in Berlin. While they banned the left wing march, 
the authorities let a Nazi parade go ahead and gave it police 
protection. 


May Day, International Workers' Day 

Police hysteria in London 


THOUSANDS of people suc¬ 
ceeded in demonstrating 
against the injustices of glo¬ 
bal capitalism in central Lon¬ 
don on Tuesday [May Day]. 
They did so in the face of the 
most incredible police opera¬ 
tion and media hysteria. 

Over 6,000 riot police occu¬ 
pied the streets of the capital’s 
West End. They had their ba¬ 
tons openly drawn in a way not 
seen in Britain since the 1984-5 
miners’ strike. Yet despite this 
intimidation there was a carni¬ 
val atmosphere. 

The police deliberately set 
out to cause violence and crim¬ 
inalise protesters on Tuesday’s 
May Day demonstrations. 

Sir John Stevens, chief of the 
Metropolitan Police, “dined 
with a succession of newspaper 
executives” two months ago, 
according to the Observer , 
where they planned their hys¬ 
terical campaign against this 
year’s May Day protests. The 
millionaire-owned press duti¬ 
fully printed the stories, spiced 
with their own lies. 

The police and the press 
wanted to create a climate of 
fear. They wanted to prevent 
any serious protest against big 
business. 

Instead thousands not only 
stood up against the intimida¬ 
tion and the hysteria, they 
showed thousands more across 
the country that there is an 
alternative to capitalism. 

Ordinary people can unite 
together to fight for a better 


world-one that is based on 
need, not capitalism’s mad 
chase for profit, a world built 
on cooperation, not competi¬ 
tion and private greed. 

A WIDE range of May Day 
protests focussed around 
the theme of a "May Day 
Monopoly" tour of the real- 
life central London sites that 
make up the board game. 

Each stop-off focussed on 
a different issue of opposition 


to capitalism. 

The issues covered included: 

• Pollution and the poor state 
of public transport; 

• Under-funding of the health 
system; 

• Homelessness; 

• Student fees; 

• The role of the IMF and 
World Bank in using the debt 
of Third World countries to 
enforce free market policies. 

Throughout the day pro¬ 
testers were harassed by police, 


they were stopped, searched 
and pushed around. 

In the mid-afternoon pro¬ 
testers from across the city 
assembled for the final rally in 
Oxford Circus. 

There, thousands of good 
natured protesters were then 
corralled for hours, and beaten 
and baton charged by the 
police. 

So it is not surprising that a 
handful latter took there anger 
out on a few shop windows. 


© INDONESIA: Thousands of workers demonstration in Jakarta. The trade union organised demonstration had a strong anti¬ 
globalisation emphasis. 


Lisbon. 
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living marxism 


Corporate wall breached in Canada 



THOUSANDS MARCHED through Quebec City 


by GRANT MORGAN 

IN 1989, when the Berlin Wall came crash¬ 
ing down. Western bosses and politicians 
rejoiced at "the fall of communism". In 
fact, it wasn't communism, but state capi¬ 
talism, that fell—with many workers and 
students giving it a good shove. 

Now, eleven years later, another infa¬ 
mous wall has been breached—this time in 
the heartland of capitalism. And the West’s 
capitalists are anything but triumphant. 

The “Wall of Shame” was built in Que¬ 
bec to protect a US-dominated summit 
that signed off the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas. 

This “free trade” tool is designed to 
permanently subordinate grassroots people 
throughout the Americas to the profit-mad 
will of US corporate bosses and politicians. 
It will hurt US and Canadian workers as 
well as crucify the Third World peoples of 
Central and South America. 

The FTAA has been described as a 
modern-day equivalent of the West’s 19th 
century opium wars which “opened up” 
China to capitalist domination at unspeak¬ 
able cost to Chinese peasants. 

In Quebec, maybe 100,000 demonstrated 
against the FTAA, including at least 60,000 
unionised workers. Despite an army of police 
firing tear gas and rubber bullets, the “Wall of 
Shame” was breached in several places. 

At least 15,000, maybe 20,000, took part in 
direct actions at the wall. This included many 
thousands of workers who defied their own 
union leaders to join the direct actions. This 
militant unity between union activists and 
anti-capitalists is hugely significant. 

The International Socialists, who are 
Socialist Worker’s sister group in Canada, 
put it this way: “The size and composition of 
the events shows that the ‘Teamster-Turtle’ 
alliance [or unionists and activists] that ap¬ 
peared in Seattle was not an aberration.” 

Unions 

This “Teamster-Turtle alliance” didn’t just 
“happen on the day”. Crucial were months of 
anti-capitalist organising inside the unions by 
mainly the International Socialists. 

As our sister group explained: “De¬ 
veloping links with labour was key. Unity 
between labour and the anti-capitalist 
movement is essential, first, to allow rank- 
and-file militants to go beyond their con¬ 
servative leaders, and second, to introduce 
the anti-capitalist movement to the power 
of the working class, the only force that can 
bring victory in the long term.” 

“It is the main area where the role of 
revolutionaries is indispensable. Without 
us, there would have been many united 
front type formations across the country. 
Without us, there would have been thou¬ 
sands engaged in direct action. But without 
us, the steps towards labour/anti-capitalist 
unity would have been much smaller and 


much weaker.” 

Quebec shows that the biggest global 
challenge to capitalism in 30 years is gain¬ 
ing, not losing, momentum. 

It’s the same result whichever way it’s 
measured: 

• The huge numbers taking part in anti¬ 
capitalist demonstrations. 

• The higher numbers prepared to go into 
direct actions. 

• The large numbers of unionised workers 
involved in both these categories. 

• The expanding influence of revolutionar¬ 
ies within the union movement. 

Reshape 

It’s now beyond any doubt that the 
“Battle of Seattle” in November 1999 crys¬ 
tallised a mood of revolt against capitalism 
in the industrialised countries. 

This radicalisation process is starting to 
reshape politics. 

It’s behind a growth of militancy among 
the world’s workers, evidenced in recent 
days by general strikes in India (against 
privatisation and globalisation) and in 
Greece (against pension cuts). 

A leader of Socialist Worker’s sister 
group in Greece described it as “the return 


of the working class”. 

It’s also spurring a regroupment process 
among the radical left. 

The Socialist Alliances in England and 
Wales have gone way beyond a simple elec¬ 
toral pact. They are now a place where the 
radical left co-operate around direct actions 
as well as electioneering. 

As a consequence, they are attracting 
growing numbers of “traditional Labour” 
supporters sick of Tony Blair's “more mar¬ 
ket” policies. 

And the Scottish section of the Socialist 
Workers Party, our sister party in Britain, 
has voted overwhelmingly to join the radical 
left Scottish Socialist Party as an organised 
“Socialist Worker Platform”. 

This will allow our Scottish comrades to 
exercise their political independence where 
necessary, and continue to sell the British 
Socialist Worker, while co-operating with 
other anti-capitalist radicals in the much 
larger Scottish Socialist Party. 

In summary, the global anti-capitalist 
movement is growing in absolute terms, it’s 
becoming more working class, it’s turning 
“single issue” protesters into opponents of 
the whole system, and it’s expanding the role 
of revolutionaries while spurring a regroup¬ 
ment of the radical left. 
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Strikes 65 year low 


by DAVID COLYER 

LAST YEAR there were just 21 
work stoppages in New Zea¬ 
land. According to Statistics 
New Zealand, this was the low¬ 
est number of strikes in a calen¬ 
dar year since 1935, continuing 
a downward trend apparent 
since the late 1970s. 

Does this mean that most 
workers in New Zealand are sat¬ 
isfied with there current wages 
and conditions of work? 

No! Over the last few years— 
especially since the introduction 
of the Employment Contracts 
Act (ECA) in 1991—the fall in 
strikes and union membership 
have gone hand-in-hand with 
a fall in workers’ incomes and 
a growing gap between rich 
bosses and poor working class 
people. 

The current low level of 
strikes reflects this recent his¬ 
tory of defeats, demoralisation 
and de-unionisation. 


But it also reflects a change 
that could turn this downward 
trends around. 

The last few years have seen a 
gradual rise in discontent at the 
grass roots. This mood for change 
put the Labour-led government 
into office and led to the repeal 
of the ECA. 

Last year workers were most¬ 
ly waiting to see what Labour 
would deliver. Strikes were held- 
off until the new industrial law, 
the Employment Relations Act, 
was in place. 

There are a number of other 
factors at work. For example 
many union officials don’t want 
to “rock the boat” of the Labour- 
Alliance government, so they’ve 
worked hard to prevent strikes. 

Last year’s record low in 
strikes is unlikely to be re¬ 
peated. 

In the hospitals, for example, 
health minister Annette King 
has warned managers to prepare 
for more strikes this year. 



FRANCE'S 1968. Workers gathered for a daily meeting at a Renault 
car plant. The revolt came after years of low struggle. 


The capitalist system forces workers to struggle 


by VAUGHAN GUNSON 

AS SURE as bosses like to make 
profits, workers will have to 
strike to win their share. 

The material reality of capi¬ 
talist society forces workers to 
struggle. 

Capitalism, which spread 
from Western Europe in the 18 ,h 
Century to encompass the entire 
globe, divides the world into two 
main contending classes—capi¬ 
talist and worker. 

The capitalist class profits 
from the exploited labour of 
workers. 

While it is workers' labour 
that produces wealth, the capi¬ 
talist is the one who reaps the 
biggest rewards. 

They do this by paying work¬ 
ers less than the real value of 
their labour. The "surplus value" 
kept by employers is turned into 


profits when goods and are sold 
on the market. 

The laws that say that the 
wealth belongs to the employer 
form the basis for the exploita¬ 
tion of the vast majority by a tiny 
minority. 

Capitalists like to think of 
workers as simple cogs in a 
machine that churns out their 
profits. But workers live, breathe 
and think; they can resist their 
exploitation. 

This creates ongoing struggle 
between the two classes. 

For long periods this struggle 
can appear to be almost dor¬ 
mant, but the pressures at the 
heart of the system don't stop. 

Bosses, driven to maximise 
profits in competition with other 
businesses, exert continuous 
pressure on workers. They are 
always trying to screw down 
wages as far as they can or crimp 


on working conditions. 

Workers' resistance might 
remain underground for a long 
time, but it can burst forth with a 
power that can change history. 

In France in May 1968, after 
years of defeats and declining 
union membership, 10 million 
French workers stopped work 
and occupied factories in what 
was then the biggest general 
strike in history. 

That mass revolt, sparked by 
student protests in the universi¬ 
ties, came close to full-blown 
revolution. 

When open class struggle 
does break out, the confidence 
of workers can quickly rise. 

Workers organise, they form 
strike committees, they engage 
in political discussions. If the 
struggle is successful, confidence 
grows still further. 

In struggle we begin to ques¬ 


tion previously accepted ideas 
that the competitive nature of 
capitalist society is natural. We 
start to glimpse a different way 
of doing things, based on solidar¬ 
ity, sharing and cooperation. 

And most importantly, work¬ 
ers realise the power they have 
to challenge the system. Because 
capitalist profits are derived 
from workers exploited labour 
they are vulnerable to workers' 
strikes, as the flow of profits 
is cut. 

It is for this reason that work¬ 
ers are the potential gravedig¬ 
gers of capitalism. 

An upsurge of strike activity is 
inevitable in New Zealand. 

The task then will be to trans¬ 
late the lessons learnt in struggle 
into building a mass movement 
that directly challenges the capi¬ 
talist class and their mad system 
that puts profits before people. 


f 

Freedom 
to strike 

Petition 

_ 


A FREEDOM to strike petition was started by the 
Socialist Workers Organisation last year. 

It calls for the freedom to strike over social 
and economic issues like job losses, government 
policies, sexism and racism, damage to the envi¬ 
ronment, victimisation of workers and support 
for others in struggle. 

Any strikes over such issues are unlawful 
under Labour's Employment Relations Act. 


The petition has been endorsed by the Council 
of Trade Unions and the NZ University Students 
Association, umbrella bodies of workers and 
students. 

It has also been individually endorsed by 100 
union officials and prominent activists, including 
the top leaders of 14 unions. 

It's important for everyone who wants to 
rebuild our unions to support this campaign. 
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voices from the trenches 


Indonesian socialist visits NZ 


“The students fear the soldiers, the soldiers fear the Generals, the 
Generals fear the ministers and the ministers fear the President. But 
... the President fears the students!” 

★ PRD t-shirt slogan from the revolution. 


RANGGOAINI JAHJA is an or¬ 
ganiser for the socialist Peo¬ 
ple's Democratic Party (PRD) of 
Indonesia. She recently toured 
Aotearoa with the support of 
the Indonesian Human Rights 
Committee. 

She also brought with her 
videos of the military’s use of live 
ammunition on student protests, 
and the uncovering of the mass 
graves of working class organisers 
from the 1965 coup. 

Ranggoaini spoke with the aid 
of a translator at the Globalise 
Resistance forum at the Univer¬ 
sity of Auckland, where she was 
joined by Green Party MP Sue 
Bradford. 

THE PRD is a small party, but 
its activists in the student and 
workers movement played a 
major part in the mobilisations 
to overthrow Suharto's regime. 

On the campuses, PRD activ¬ 
ists were central in organising 
the mass mobilisations that faced 
the full might of the Indonesian 
military, eventually surrounding 
parliament and. toppling the 
hated dictator. 

The PRD made links with the 
emerging workers’ movement, 
and many of their radicalised 
student members went on to or¬ 
ganise grassroots fighting unions 
in the sweatshops and factories. 

The PRD was instrumental 
in organising independent trade 
unions and led mass strikes. As a 
result many of its young leaders 
were jailed. 

RANGGOAINI TALKED about 
how Suharto seized power in 
1965, backed by the US, Aus¬ 
tralia and Britain. 

The Indonesian military 
slaughtered millions of people, 
most of them trade unionists, 
community activists or socialists 
in the Indonesian Communist 
Party (PKI), which was one of the 
worlds largest communist parties 



RANGGOAINI JAHJA 


at the time. 

Suharto’s “New Order” re¬ 
gime also carried out genocide 
against the people of East Timor, 
and killed one in three of that 
island’s population. 

It required real courage to 
stand up and topple this dictator¬ 
ship, and the PRD activists were 
second to none in the struggle 
on the campuses, factories and in 
solidarity with the Timorese. 

ALTHOUGH SUHARTO is gone, 
Indonesian workers still face 
many problems. 

Ranggoaini spoke of the In¬ 
ternational Monetary Fund re¬ 
structuring programmes that 
have left millions unemployed. 
Inflation has sky-rocketed, wages 
are at starvation levels and most 
workers are not earning enough 
to support themselves. 

Western multinationals like 
the infamous Nike are exploiting 
lax labour laws, regularly employ¬ 
ing children as young as 12 in 
their sweatshops. 

The PRD are organising at the 


grassroots, helping to build the 
trade union movement. 

However, the military is stok¬ 
ing up ethnic conflicts, in an 
attempt to scapegoat minority 
groups such as the Chinese, for 
the economic crisis. 

President Wahid, who stitched 
together a coalition after the elec¬ 
tions, has turned out to be just as 
corrupt Suharto. 

He is also continuing with the 
free market policies of the IMF 
which were the spark that ignited 
the revolution in the first place. 

Unfortunately the PRD is not 
playing a leading role in the grow¬ 
ing mobilisations against Wahid. 

Rather than argue for a work¬ 
ers’ uprising to continue the revo¬ 
lution, the PRD leadership argues 
that there are stages in a revolu¬ 
tion. At the moment, they say, the 
PRD must support “democratic” 
forces against the military and 
Suharto’s party, Golkar. 

But in practice this means 
they are not challenging Wahid’s 
corruption. 

RANGGOAINI SAID that the anti¬ 
capitalist protests since Seattle 
have been inspiring for grass¬ 
roots people in Indonesia. 

In effect they have taken the 
battles against the multination¬ 
als and globalisation that were 
fought on the streets of Jakarta 
to the homeland of corporations 
like Nike. 

The best way we can support 
those fighting for democracy in 
Indonesia is to expose the role 
that Western governments, banks 
and multinationals play in the 
misery and impoverishment of 
millions of people in the devel¬ 
oping world. And build a strong 
anti-capitalist movement in this 
country. 

GLOBALISE RESISTANCE is a 
joint initiative of the Alliance, 
the Green Party and the Social¬ 
ist Workers Organisation, and 
has grown to includes many 
other students. 

We hold monthly forums, 
and Ranggoaini was our first 
international speaker. 

For more information on 
Globalise Resistance contact 
Kane 629 5401 or 
kanef@i4free.co.nz 


Iraq sanctions protest 


by MICHELLE STELTER 

TWENTY FIVE people gathered to 
protest outside the US consulate 
in Auckland on Friday April 27. 

The protest was called as 
part of an international "Day of 
Rage" against the continuing 
sanctions against Iraq that have 


killed at least half a million Iraqi 
children. 

The turnout was lower than a 
protest earlier in the year. 

However the small group was 
lively and enthusiastically de¬ 
bated their concerns about US 
interventions against Iraq with 
passers-by. 


WORKERS' COMMUNITY 
CARD? 

THE UNION leadership in 
NZ has a brilliant oppor¬ 
tunity to pursue the basic 
right of all workers and 
promote it in the public 
forum by entering the 
Community Card debate. 

Cutting through all the 
hypocritical bullshit and 
pretence of Shipley's rag 
tag National Party and the 
amoral legal position of 
Clark's Labour-led coali¬ 
tion (who casually accept 
that 46,000-plus workers' 
families will suffer a life of 
penury and deprivation) 
with the only argument 
that reflects the real issue- 
the minimum wage. 

Forget bloody cards for 
workers. That only encourages 
greater exploitation of them 
by providing rat bag employers 
with a government subsidised 
low paid workforce. 

The enforced minimum 
wage in this-or any—so- 
called democratic society 
must allow all workers 
access to a quality of life 
that excludes deprivation. 
Our major political parties 
have publicly recognised the 
deprivation and unneces¬ 
sary suffering inflicted on 
low income families. 

The minimum wage must 
be increased to meet these 
requirements, and it must 
be increased now. 

An informed, mobilised, 
united workforce will en¬ 
sure it will happen. 

TONY HAINS 
Auckland 


r PROTEST 1 
USER-PAYS WATER 


Picket outside Me- 
trowater (crn. Mt Eden 
Rd & Mt Albert Rd, 
Three Kings Auckland.) 


Friday 18 May 
From 4.00pm - 6.00pm 


Protest the Auckland City Coun¬ 
cil is spending $116,000 to put 
out a glossy pamphlet to every 
house hold to justify user charges 
and counter the campaign of the 
Water Pressure Group. Demand 
an end to commercialised water. 


Contact (09) 846 9825 
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talking union 


DON'T STOP NOW 

This song by DON FRANKS was performed at the May 
Day concert in Palmerston North on Saturday May 5 

If you've ever been to a protest 
you've probably heard this said 
"we've gone as far as we can go 
lets quit while we're ahead 
you've made your point, the laws the law 
If you do any more you'll spoil it... " 

—and every effective protest 
throws that warning down the toilet 

DON'T STOP NOW, DON'T STOP NOW 

its really good that we made a start 

but we've got to keep on through the risky part 

if you really want to win, well this is how 

don't stop now 

Now its good news that the government 
will grant parental leave 
but some of the finer details 
might make you want to heave 

eight little weeks from general tax will be the workers' loss 
we need fourteen weeks at a minimum, 
paid for by the boss 

DON'T STOP NOW. DON'T STOP NOW 
come on Helen, use your brain, 
a bosses' levy could be your gain 
—if you want us to vote you back again 
don't stop now 

When Minister Trevor Mallard 
got his own degree 
tertiary education, was relatively free 
they took some interest off the loans 
but students still are skint 

so come on Trevor, try again, take this gentle hint 

DON'T STOP NOW, DON'T STOP NOW 
make education free today 
there IS a realistic way 
—just make the business bastards pay 
don't stop now 

The CTU claimed the right to strike 

on political and social issues 

since they got knocked back, we need more 

than passing round the tissues 

an all up fight to win this right, is what we need to see 
'cos if workers, aren't free to strike 
then workers just aren't free. 

DON'T STOP NOW, DON'T STOP NOW 
get the troops together Ross 
never mind if the Nats and ACT get cross 
we just can't afford to accept this loss 
don't stop now. 

At the end of every May Day 
when everyone's half pissed 
some union leaders like to talk 
quite anti-capitalist 

but then they wake next morning, fold up their flag of red 
and head for mediation, to compromise instead 

Hey—DON'T STOP NOW, DON'T STOP NOW 
all the bolshie stuff that you said last night 
sounds even better in the morning light 
our future can be shinning bright 
if we DON'T STOP NOW. 


Socialist Workers Organisation 



SOCIALISM 


Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis and 
war. Although workers create society’s 
wealth, it is controlled by the ruling 
class for its own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when 
the working class takes control of 
social wealth and democratically plans 
its production and distribution to meet 
human needs, not private profits. This 
will eliminate all class divisions in 
society. 

Stalinist countries such as China 
and Cuba, just like the former Soviet 
Union and the Eastern bloc, have 
nothing to do with socialism. They 
are state capitalist. We support the 
struggles of workers against every 
dictatorial stalinist ruling class. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 
The present system cannot be reformed 
to end exploitation and oppression, 
contrary to what Alliance, Labour 
and union leaders claim. It must be 
overthrown by the working class. 

Capitalism's parliament, army, 
police and judiciary protect the ruling 
class. These institutions cannot be 
taken over and used by the working 
class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state - a democratic workers state 
based on workers councils and work¬ 
ers militia. 


INTERNATIONALISM 
Workers in every country are exploited 
by capitalism, so the struggle for 
socialism is global. 


We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose 
all immigration controls. We sup¬ 
port all genuine national liberation 
struggles. 

We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading work¬ 
ing class revolutions around the world. 

LIBERATION FROM OPPRESSION 
We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, 
Maori, Pacific Islanders, lesbians 
and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used 
to divide the working class. 

We support the right of all 
oppressed groups to organise for 
their own defence. Their liberation is 
essential to socialist revolution and 
impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori self 

determination. 

The government’s approach to 
Treaty claims has benefited a Maori 
elite while doing little for working 
class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will 
only become a reality with the estab¬ 
lishment of a workers state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working class 
have to be organised into a mass 
revolutionary socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of 
building such a party through in¬ 
volvement in the day-to-day struggles 
of workers and the oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisa¬ 
tion must grow in size and influence 
to provide leadership in the struggle 
for working class self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions 
with a rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to 
fight for socialism, then join us. 


Get involved with the 
Socialist Workers Organisation 


★ NORTHLAND 


Phone Vaughan: (09) 433 8897 


★ AUCKLAND 


• (Now 1 bigger, better branch) 
meets 7.30pm every Tuesday at the 
Methodist Mission, Queen St (opp. 
Town Hall). 

Phone Kane: 634 3984 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone Bernie: 345 9853 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
Venue not yet arranged. 

Phone Gordon: 972 2296 for 
details. 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Meets 7.30pm every Wednesday 
in the International Room, 
University of Canterbury Students 
Association. 

Phone Don: 385 5268 


★ DUNEDIN 


Phone Jonah: 453 6434 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


SWO members elsewhere in NZ and 
our sister organisations overseas 
can be contacted through the 
SWO's national office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984. 

Fax: (09) 634 3936. 

Write: Box 13-685 Auckland. 
Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


SWO Web-site http://www.crosswinds.net/~swonz 
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Kaimahi Whakahuihui 


'UNITY'S WHAT BOSSES FEAR: 


No use for 


nationalism 


Overstayers 
welcome here' 


by DAVID COLYER 
& JOE CAROLAN 

"UNITY'S WHAT bosses 
fear'Overstayers' welcome 
here!" The slogan echoed 
through Queen Street on Auck¬ 
land's May Day parade as trade 
unionists and anti-capitalists 
condemned the government's 
crack-down on "overstayers". 

The Immigration Amendment 
Act 1999, which came into full 
effect earlier in the year, allows 
authorities to deport overstay¬ 
ers as soon as they are arrested, 


THE "No Human is Illegal" cam¬ 
paign is bringing together peo¬ 
ple who want a multicultural, 
anti-racist New Zealand that 
welcomes immigrants, refugees 
and asylum seekers. 

It was started by the Social¬ 
ist Workers Organisation and 


without appeal. 

The likely consequences, once 
Labour’s crack-down gets into 
full swing, are horrendous. 

Families will be ripped apart 
as “overstayers” are deported or 
go into hiding to escape the ter¬ 
ror of dawn raids. 

And racist scapegoating im¬ 
migrants for social problems will 
be encouraged. 

This will create divisions be¬ 
tween working class people of 
different ethnic groups at a time 
when we need to be uniting to 
rebuild our trade unions. 


Justice for Refugees and Asy¬ 
lum Seekers and we want to 
encourage other groups and 
individuals to join the cam¬ 
paign. 

Join in. Write to No Human 
is Illegal campaign Box 13-685 
Auckland. 



OUR RULERS want to divide 
people up into different, 
competing, "races" and "na¬ 
tions". It's a classic divide and 
rule strategy. It encourages 
us to be "loyal" to them and 
to accept sacrificeswhether 
that's wage cuts or dying on 
the battlefield. 

What bosses always fear 
is unity, because they know, 
as another May Day chant 
put it: "The workers, united, 
will never be defeated!" 

That's the basic principle 
of trade unionism, but not 
one that's always applied 
the way it should be. 

The idea of nationalism 
is so pervasive that even 
left wing unionists feel 
that workers from overseas 
should be treated differ¬ 
ently from "New Zealand 
workers". 

Workers shouldn't divide 
ourselves from one another 
on the basis of which coun¬ 
try we were born in, which 
country we live in or which 
country recognises us as a 
citizen. Why should this be 
any more significant than 
which city or suburb we 
come from? 

All workers are exploited 
by capitalism. No matter 
where we live and work, no 
matter what our skin colour 
or what language we speak, 
bosses will always try to 


International casualisation 


JOIN THE CAMPAIGN 


THE ATTACK on overstayers isn't 
the only recent change to im¬ 
migration law supported by the 
Labour / Alliance government. 

In a seemingly bizarre turn of 
events, they are also promoting a 
new scheme to bring workers from 
overseas to fill skills shortages. 

Together these laws would al¬ 
low employers to have a tempo¬ 
rary, disposable workforce on an 
international scale. The Bosses’ 
attitude is. 

Some union leaders have been 
rightly critical of the scheme, 
pointing out that it is designed to 
fill shortages at minimum cost to 
employers, a cheap way to cover 
up for ten years of refusing to pay 
for training. 

But they are wrong to say that 
this will increase unemployment 
for those who already live here. 

Filling skill shortages, and 


population growth in general will 
boost the economy and create 
more jobs overall. 

One real danger from the 
scheme is that employers will be 
hoping to use the scheme to keep 


wages in these areas down, but the 
way to fight for better wages is for 
all workers to unite and fight to¬ 
gether. If union, leaders encourage 
hostility towards immigrant work¬ 
ers then this will be impossible. 


make us compete with one 
another, and the only way 
for us to fight back is to be 
united. 
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